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EVOLUTION: BIOLOGICAL, SOCIAL, CULTURAL

1) The diverse forms of life on earth have emerged probably from a common source, through a
process of evolution that has the following characteristics:

1. The course of evolution does not always proceed along a straight path (for example, from simple
to complex forms). Instead, it can meander like a stream directed largely by environmental
circumstances, although also affected by limitation son the capacities of organisms to respond to
environmental challenges, and by unpredictable ‘‘chance’” factors. Occasionally it reverses direction
in certain respects, as when our own distant monkey like ancestors became adapted to life in the
trees, and our more recent ancestors readapted to living on the ground. When the course of evolution
does reverse direction, it generally does so with respect to comparatively few features only, not all
features. Thus, we humans retain various characteristics evolved earlier in connection with life in the
trees: stereoscopic vision, visual acuity, reduced sense of smell, and hands adapted for grasping.

2. Different groups of organisms some timese volve in similar directions in certain respects when
exposed to similar environmental conditions. Thus whales-descendants of mammals that lived on
land-acquired fishlike shapes when they adapted to life in the water. However, parallelism in
evolutionary development generally remains limited: different evolutionary lines do not come close
to "merging"”. Whales, even though living in the ocean and acquiring fishlike shapes, retain basic
anatomical and physiological features of mammals, quite different from those of fish.

2) The life cycle of a human being involves fixed stages (infancy, childhood, adolescence,
adulthood, old age) that represent an unfolding of innate potentialities and that culminate in
inevitable death. The evolution of a new biological species, by contrast, is a unique historical
development involving movement in directions shaped primarily by environmental pressures,
without any inevitable ‘‘death’’ or other pre-determined end state.

3) A ‘“‘Lamarckian’’ evolutionary process (named after Jean Baptiste Lamarck, 1744-1829) |,
would involve inheritance of acquired characteristics. Thus, if evolution followed the Lamarckian
pattern, giraffes might have acquired their long necks because in each generation necks were
stretched (perhaps to obtain food high up in trees, or to detect approaching enemies) , and because
the effect of each generation’s stretching tended to be inherited by the generation that followed.
However, Lamarckian ideas were found to be invalid long ago.

4) A different approach developed by Charles Darwin (1859) and others does not assume that
acquired characteristics (such as effects of neckstretching) are inherited. Rather, it assumes (1)
random or randomlike variation among the offspring in each generation (with some giraffes
happening by chance to have longer necks than others) ; (2) natural selection, involving
tendencies for certain variants (longer-necked giraffes) to survive and reproduce more than
others; and (3) preservation through inheritance of the effects of natural selection (longer-necked
giraffes tending to have similarly long-necked offspring, although-as suggested above-there
would still be some random variation among these offspring with respect to neck length).
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5) Darwinian ideas challenged traditional Christian religious beliefs by suggesting (1) that we are
descended from ape-like creatures and, ultimately, from elementary life forms; (2) that our
evolution was basically an unplanned outcome of diverse environmental pressures rather than
something planned in advance; and (3) that the earth is old enough for evolutionary processes to
have had time to produce the variety and complexity of life forms that we actually find.
Although today still resisted by many on religious grounds, Darwinian theory ultimately came to
be generally accepted by biologists, with important modifications and certain disagreements
about details, and in combination with new knowledge in other areas of biology and other
scientific disciplines that was not available to Darwin (see Gould 1982; Stebbins and Ayala
1985; Mayr and Provine 1998).

6) An inherited trait that has evolved over a long period of time (like the giraffe’s long neck) has
very likely evolved because it makes some contribution to the survival and reproduction of the
organisms possessing it, and because it has consequently emerged and persisted through the
Darwinian mechanisms outlined above. However, some traits may appear and persist that are
neutral in their implications for survival and reproduction, and even traits that have negative
implications may appear and persist if they happen to be linked with traits whose implications
are positive.

7) Bioevolutionary explanations of human social phenomena, sometimes under the label of
“sociobiology”” (see Wilson 1975) , pose a challenge to sociology, as the following example
suggests. Stepparents tend to abuse their stepchildren more than biological parents tend to abuse their
own children. Sociologists would ordinarily seek to explain this in a way that utilizes sociological
and social-psychological concepts only, avoiding assumptions about inherited and biologically
evolved traits. A sociobiologist, by contrast, would be more likely to view it as a human
manifestation or extension of a biologically evolved tendency prevailing widely among nonhuman
mammals: a tendency for individual mammals in stepparent-like positions to Kkill their
“‘stepchildren,”” thus increasing their own prospects for producing survivable offspring and
perpetuating their own genes (see Beckstrom 1993, pp. 23-29).

8) An evolutionary explanation of an aspect of human life or society may present that aspect as
having emerged (1) as a part of, or a continuation of, biological evolution (as illustrated in the
discussion of stepparental child abuse above) , or (2) through a process analogous to biological
evolution but nevertheless distinct from it, that is, a process of social or cultural evolution.
Concepts analogous to those of biological evolution are especially applicable to aspects of
culture such as science (Hull 1988) and technology (Basalla 1988) in which the cumulative
character of culture is most strongly manifested. Competing scientific hypotheses are the
“‘randomlike variations’’ in science as an evolutionary process. Research results that evaluate
such hypotheses select some of them for survival and others for extinction, and the knowledge
that constitutes the outcome of this process in any given generation of scientists is ‘‘inherited’’
by subsequent generations through textbooks, teaching, and research publications.In
technological evolution, positive selection (i.e., acceptance) of variations (innovations) depends
not only on research results (i.e., on how well they ‘‘work’’) but also on costs, competitive
pressures, compatibility with prevailing culture, and other factors.

9) The evolutionary model is not appropriately applied to social or cultural changes that are
cyclical, easily reversed, primarily planned, or repetitive. It may be usefully applied when a
complex social or cultural transformation that would be hard to repeat or to reverse occurs
gradually without being planned, through environmentally determined selections from among
divergent alternative directions of change, and with enough stability to preserve the results of
past environmental influence (see Campbell 1965; Richter 1982, pp. 19-34).
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10) Not every process that is called ‘‘evolutionary’’ seems to deserve that label. Some theories
pertaining to major transformations of society illustrate this point.

11) The idea that human society evolves from simple beginnings through comparatively fixed
stages came to be commonly accepted in the nineteenth century, although different theorists had
different conceptions of what these stages were. Thus we find analyses of transitions from
theological to metaphysical to “‘positivistic’” thought-styles (Comte 1875) ; from savagery to
barbarism to civilization (Morgan 1877) ; from tribalism to slavery, feudalism, capitalism, and
then communism (Marx and Engels [1846] 1947) ; and from simple to compounded, doubly
compounded and then triply compounded societies (Spencer [1885-1886] 1967).

12) When societies, cultures, or civilizations are said to pass from childhood to adulthood, and
then to old age, or are said to grow and then decline, we have an analogy not with the evolution
of a species but rather with the human life cycle, as illustrated in the works of Oswald Spengler
and Arnold J. Toynbee. Nineteenth century ‘‘socialevolutionary”’ theories departed from the life-
cycle model in that they did not involve the idea of decline or old age followed by death as the
end point of a cycle. Quite the opposite: the trends they described tended to culminate in
triumphant achievements-‘positivism”’ (Comte) , ‘‘civilization’” (Morgan) , ‘‘communism’’
(Marx and Engels) , and societies ‘‘compounded’’ many times (Spencer). In this one respect, but
only in this respect, these theories resembled the bioevolutionary model: biological species do
not have to become extinct- even though many of them actually do-in the same sense that
individuals have to die. However, these theories nevertheless reflect a life-cycle model, insofar
as they involve one society after another following essentially the same pattern of development,
just as one infant after another follows the same general route to adulthood. And they do not
appear to involve, in any major way, the evolutionary mechanisms of random variation and
selection. In fact, they are primarily theories of progress, not of evolution in any sense that
biologists would recognize, regardless of the ‘‘evolutionary’” label commonly attached to them
(Nisbet 1969).

13) The social-evolutionary idea fell into disfavor among sociologists around the turn of the
twentieth century, but was revived several decades later with, for example, Talcott Parsons’
analysis of primitive, intermediate, and modern societies (1977) , and Lenski and Lenski’s
(1982) analysis of transitions from hunting-and-gathering to horticultural, agrarian, and
industrial societies. Although based on more accurate and more extensive facts than were
available in the nineteenth century, these newer schemes pertaining to the evolution of whole
societies are nevertheless basically similar to their nineteenth century predecessors in that they
present various societies as passing through specific stages in a predominantly unidirectional
pattern, which, as noted above, represents a divergence from the bioevolutionary model. This is
not necessarily a defect: the development of societies of new types may simply not be a process
to which concepts of a bioevolutionary sort are fully applicable.

14) Evolutionary concepts have been used not only in attempts to understand some social and
cultural phenomena, as discussed above, but also in attempts to formulate and justify certain
social policies. In the late nineteenth and early twentieth centuries, evolutionary concepts and
associated slogans such as ‘‘survival of the fittest’” appeared to provide rationales for what have
been labelled ‘‘Social Darwinist’’ policies. Focusing on the selective (rather than on the random-
variation) phase of the evolutionary process, various business, political, ideological, and military
leaders in several countries, along with some scholars in several disciplines (including the
sociologists Herbert Spencer and William Graham Sumner) , emphasized the importance of the
struggle for survival in maintaining a hardy population and a vigorous society, and opposed
social welfare measures that they thought would mitigate that struggle. Supporters of this
approach differed in several ways: some emphasized individual struggle, others, group



P [ S VR

1) I:I Chapterl: Evolution: Biological , Social , Cultural mqn

wWww.mahan.ac.i

(e.g.,racial or national) struggle; some emphasized nonviolent means (e.g., economic competition)
, and others, armed conflict (see Hofstadter 1955).

15) A statement by Darwin himself illustrates the basic idea underlying ‘‘Social Darwinism.”’
Although Darwin did not oppose smallpox vaccination, he worried about its effects: ‘“There is
reason to believe that vaccination has preserved thousands, who from a weak constitution would
formerly have succumbed to smallpox. Thus the weak members of civilized societies propagate
their kind. No one who has attended to the breeding of domestic animals will doubt that this
must be highly injurious to the race of man’’ (Darwin [1871] 1897, p. 134).

16) Darwin did not believe that war led to the selective survival of the fittest people, as he thought
smallpox tended to do. Quite the opposite: he saw war as destroying ‘‘the finest’” young men while
those with ‘“poor constitutions’” would avoid fighting and thus survive and reproduce.

17) But evolutionary concepts can be applied at diverse levels. Nineteenth-century war might have
led to the selective survival of societies or governments that were ‘fittest’” in some sense, even if
not to the survival of the “‘fittest’” young men within particular societies. Some Social Darwinists
adopted that perspective. Thus: ‘“Storm purifies the air and destroys the frail trees, leaving the
sturdy oaks standing. War is the test of a nation’s political, physical and intellectual worth. The
State in which there is much that is rotten may vegetate for a while in peace, but in war its
weakness is revealed.... It is better to spend money on armaments and battleships than luxury,
motormania and other sensual living’’ (Baron Karl von Stengel, cited by Angell 1911, p. 168).

18) There is a problem here: what an exceedingly powerful storm is most likely to leave standing
are not sturdy oaks but blades of grass. And this leads to a question: what does ‘‘survival of the
fittest”” actually mean? Defining the fittest as ‘‘those who survive’” would make the phrase
tautological, but any other definition would very likely make it untrue except under a limited
range of conditions. In any case, ‘‘fitness’’ is not necessarily equivalent to ‘‘desirability’’ as we
might define that, or to what the people of a society actually desire.

19) The problem of defining ‘‘fitness’’ may be illustrated by examining what Darwin said about
smallpox. Suppose people who would have succumbed to smallpox if not vaccinated, but who
were actually saved by vaccination, have descendants who inherit their potential vulnerability to
that disease. In this respect, such descendants might be considered relatively ‘‘unfit.”” But if
these descendants are all protected from smallpox by vaccination, or if smallpox itself is
permanently eliminated, then ‘‘potential vulnerability to smallpox’” might have no practical
implications and might not entail ‘“unfitness’’ in any practically relevant sense.

20) If the term ‘‘Social Darwinism’’ is to be applied to attempts to improve society through
competition and struggle that eliminate some variants while perpetuating others, then attempts to
improve society by improving people within society (through education, health care, and so on)
might reasonably be labelled ‘‘Social Lamarckism.”” The fact that Lamarckian ideas have been
empirically disconfirmed and rejected in explanations of biological evolution has no bearing on the
question of the reasonableness of analogous ideas in the sociocultural realm. And, in both biological
and sociocultural contexts, Lamarckian and Darwinian ideas can logically coexist and have done so.
Darwin himself accepted the validity of Lamarckian ideas in explaining biological evolution, even
while he was developing different ideas of his own; the decisive rejection of Lamarckism by
evolutionary biologists came after Darwin had died. And Herbert Spencer, who coined the
Darwinian phrase ‘‘survival of the fittest’” and has traditionally been considered a major Social
Darwinist, has also been called a Social Lamarckist (Bowler 1995, p. 113) on the ground that he was
more committed to struggle as a (Lamarckian) means for invigorating and improving the individuals
who participate in it, than to struggle as a (Darwinian) means for eliminating the ‘unfit.”’
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1-Which of the followings is Not among the factors which shape an organism?
1) Chance 2) Form simplicity
3) Envirnmental challenges 4) Limitaions on capacities

2- The word “Merging” in the 1* paragraph is closest in meaning to:
1) Combination 2) Illustration 3) Acquisition 4) Coordination

3- Which of the followings about the acceptance of Darwinian theory is Not true?
1) Darwinian theory is still resisted by many on religious grounds.
2) Darwinian theory is completely accepted by biologists.
3) Darwinian theory is generally accepted by biologists.
4) Darwinian theory has to be combined with new knowledge of other areas to be completely accepted.

4- Bioevolutionary explanations of human social phenomena or ‘‘sociobiology’’:

1) is a branch of sociology as a discipline. 2) is a combination of sociology and biology.
3) challenges the explanations of sociology. 4) is a branch of anthropology as a discipline.
5- The evolutionary pattern is applicable to those changes in society and culture which are:
1) reversed 2) planned 3) stable enough 4) cyclical
6- The analogy of passing civilizations from childhood to adulthood is an analogy with:
1) the human life cycle 2) the evolution of species
3) the organisms 4) society

7- The divergence between Lenski’s model of societies and the bioevolutionary model, comes from:
1) the specific fixed stages of the latter 2) the specific fixed stages of the former
3) the unstable stages of the latter 4) the unstable stages of the former
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8- The word “smallpox” in the 15" paragraph of the above text, refers to:
1) a way of vaccination 2) a kind of disease
3) a way of treatment 4) a kind of social policy

Jol Juad (840 (s1aigf5 ygp SWIiw aslidwl

«T» &y 38 N

Faigysod slods 4 im0 JSo ) uecdlS )] G a8 olge 252 5 sloany ;57 51 G plas™

dgdme sl Ll (F o) oo o il (Y ISs (Solw (Y omls ()
«Y» M; -y

Sl Soop S plaS 4y ol s 51 Jol SBIITL jo €S 52 o5ls™

soles (F G Sob (¥ omled (Y S5 (
«Y» 4_._,)5 -y

Sl guomo (9,10 4,085 Cudgufia 9590 50 pj slaan 5 51 G plas™®

el 958595 (6l (20 Sazdllre b jein (gl 4,k ()

Sl 00l a8 iy ol ) dawss JolS jabas (yg,lo ay ks (Y

Sl ol ad pdy lolidcun ) Jawsd (pg,ls 4y s e ds (¥

29 oS 5 K3 slaojem | holo wpar Gls b sl 39 a3ly Jsaie SLlS oSS (sl g ls e,k (F

«¥» 4_._.)5 .

gy (oolidansla? Glod b (o polal Gloges™

ol gwlidican ) g owlibassl> 3l oS 5 (Y Lol gulidasel> 5l glasLs ()
ol ool gLl 51 glasL (F aiS o il 1) colbasels gla s (F

«¥'» M)f -0

JRCE PR a5 Sl 015,15 BB aral> 9 Sim s o Slass 1 0,50 40 5,9k 5551

&0 (F oldly S5 a8 4 (Y o b (¥ i,z ()

<D &y 35 -F
L el caline ( JLuF )5 a4 (SosS 5l oo ,35 cpiline™

azal> (F 2 o8| (Y Elgl Hokas (Y Ol Bl az > ()
«¥» 4_._,)5 -y

YV - ey okt Jow 5 melg 5l (S Jaw le g™

Fol i 5 b e (Y 09> parie 5 <o Jole (O

Fol elie Jle (F 9> Sl Jole (7

«¥» 4...,; -A

iy 05l gl (598 cyie 5l ool BLSTL o «alyh o5y
69Lo.~>‘ ‘5)‘;wa“ ‘5994 (f QLA)O 09‘“‘“" s_i: (Y‘ Ls)LM ‘5294 (Y uwwls 09"““" s_i: (\



Chapter 2
\_

GENOCIDE

ol ¢aglc

® Coceptual Roots

©Global Violance

® Total War

@ An age of Absolutes

@ Varieties of Genocide

@ The orgin of Mass Murder
@ Ploughshares into Swords
® Empire and Teror




GENOCIDE

1) When, in 1881, the German anti-Semite Diihring urged a ‘‘final settling of accounts’” with the
Jews, he spoke, rather obliquely, of the need for a ‘‘Carthaginian’’ solution (p. 113f.). This was
not merely a euphemism, however, as it might now seem. On the contrary, it was well known
that Rome had utterly destroyed Carthage in the last Punic War. Hence Diihring’s meaning was
clear. But his phrasing remained cryptic because the vocabulary of mass death had not yet
attained technical precision. Not until World War II, in fact, were the terms ‘‘genocide’’ and
‘“‘crimes against humanity’’ introduced. Thus, in December 1948, when the United Nations
declared the willful destruction of an entire people to be a breach of international law-a principle
enshrined in the U.N. Convention for the Prevention and Punishment of the Crime of Genocide-
the very word for mass murder was still novel.

CONCEPTUAL ROOTS

2) The word ‘‘genocide’” was coined by the jurist Raphaél Lemkin in his book Axis Rule in
OccupiedEurope. ‘“New conceptions require new terms,”” Lemkin wrote. ‘‘By ‘genocide,” we
mean the destruction of a nation or... ethnic group’’-that is, ‘‘murder, though on a vastly greater
scale’” (1944, pp. 79, 91). Mass murder, of course, is hardly new. But only since the French
Revolution has there been widespread concern with what the philosopher Hegel called ‘the
fanaticism of destruction,”” which aims, Hegel said, to eliminate all enemies, real or imagined
([1821] 1991, p. 38). An early expression of this concern came from Gracchus Babeuf, the
leading socialist in the French Revolution, who decried the ‘‘exterminating wheel’’ of
Robespierre’s Terror. Robespierre’s ‘general system of government,”” Babeuf contended, is also
a ‘‘general system of extermination’’ ([1794] 1987, pp. 96-98). In a similar spirit, the liberal poet
August von Platen deplored the Russian repression of the Polish revolution of 1831 as an
instance of ““Volksmurder’” (Jonassohn 1998, p. 140). Others later made similar charges. But it
was not until the Nazi Holocaust that the international community felt the need to adopt a special
term for the attempted murder of a people.

3) In 1945, soon after Lemkin’s book appeared, the defeated Nazi rulers were charged with
“‘deliberate and systematic genocide.”” A year later the United Nations ratified a working
definition of genocide as the ‘‘denial of the right of existence of entire human groups’’ (Kuper
1981, pp. 22-23). Lemkin’s new coinage had won swift acceptance. Since then, it has become
universally popular- and equally controversial.

GLOBAL VIOLENCE

4) The popularity of the idea of genocide reflects its continuing relevance in today’s world.
Globally, there were at least forty-four state-organized mass slaughters in the period from 1945
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to 1989, many of which were quasi-genocidal by almost any definition. These massacres resulted
in an average of 1.6 million to 3.9 million deaths per annum- significantly more, that is, than the
total number of fatalities caused by all wars and natural disasters in this period. And in every
decade since 1945 another 1.85 million people have died in wars and civil wars (Gurr and Harff
1989). Nor has the picture improved since 1989. In 1993, for example, there were twenty-three
wars, 25 million refugees, and a record number of armed U.N. interventions in conflicts around
the world (Gurr and Harff 1994). In 1994, a genocidal massacre in Rwanda caused roughly
850,000 deaths (Smith 1998). Elsewhere- in Burundi, east Timor, and myriad other places-
similar if smaller tragedies have unfolded.

5) Many groups, in other words, have been victims of systematic violence in the recent past, and
allegations of genocide abound. Yet the concept itself remains elusive-partly, indeed, thanks to
its own success. So many people now equate genocide with evil that nearly every conflict is
marked by charges and countercharges of genocide. Abortion, birth control, forced sterilization,
intermarriage, and desegregation are just a few of the countless practices that have been labeled
genocidal. Almost anything controversial, it seems, can be called genocide. For social scientists,
plainly, the matter is more complex. This was clear from the outset in Lemkin’s work, which
remains paradigmatic in many ways.

TOTAL WAR

6) Sociologically, Lemkin believed that the Holocaust was not a contingent feature of German
Nazism but rather an expression of intrinsic Nazi tendencies. As an absolutist form of
nationalism, Nazism claimed absolute sovereignty over non- Germans on the ground of purported
German racial-national superiority. This, in turn, led to a Nazi conception of war as Total War-
the conviction, that is, that wars are not merely struggles between states but rather inevitable
racial contests between peoples, with total victory or defeat as the ultimate outcomes. And the
Nazi repudiation of universalist ethics inspired the belief that, in Total War, enemy peoples may
be totally destroyed without ethical qualms.

7) Genocide was not, however, the entire Nazi agenda. On the contrary, in Lemkin’s view,
genocide was a single part of a many-sided strategy. The ultimate Nazi goal was to build a
German empire, and in pursuing this goal only certain types of enemies were slated for
annihilation: Jews, who were seen as the poisonous racial antithesis of everything German; so-
called Gypsies, who were regarded as racially inferior pests; and a variety of others (including
democratic intellectuals, Marxists, and resistance fighters) whom the Nazis saw as irreconcilable
political foes. Enemies of other kinds, however, were to be ruled rather than massacred. Some,
indeed, were to be incorporated into the Nazi empire as lesser ‘‘Germanic’’ peoples (including
the Dutch, Flemings, and Scandinavians). Others, including Russians, Serbs, and Poles, were to
be enslaved and reduced in numbers (by limits on birthrates, food rationing, etc.) but were not to
be liquidated per se.

ANAGE OF ABSOLUTES

8) For Lemkin, that is, genocide was a strand in the fabric of Nazi war aims. And though the
genocidal aspect of Nazi policy had historical precedents, it was also uniquely modern in many
ways. Neither of the two pillars of the Holocaust (‘‘master-race mythology and aggressive
technology’’) could be grasped apart from specifically modern forces, including science and
industry, nationalism, racism, and statism. Nor could modern German militarism be equated with
the warrior ethics of times past. Other peoples had periodically committed mass murder, but
German militarism had risen to new heights of virulence, driven, Lemkin concluded, by an acute
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“‘national and racial emotionalism’’ that was given a uniquely destructive force by modern
technology (1944, p. xiv).

9) The consequence, as the sociologist Jessie Bernard noted shortly after the war ended (1949,
p.652) , is that “‘ethnic conflict in our day has taken an unexpectedly brutal turn,”” even reaching
the level of ‘‘exterminating whole peoples-genocide.”” Previous conflicts, however brutal, now
seemed relatively small and unsystematic by comparison.

VARIETIES OF GENOCIDE

10) This is not to say, however, that genocide is entirely unique to modernity. In recent decades,
sociologists have tended to agree that the willful destruction of entire peoples is, in fact, an
ancient practice, common to many cultures. But it is also widely accepted that mass murder has
assumed new forms in the twentieth century (as Lemkin said). This change is not merely
quantitative but qualitative, and it is often framed in terms of a contrast between two ideal-types:
(1) instrumental genocide, or mass murder to achieve pragmatic goals; and (2) ideological
genocide, or mass murder as an end in itself.

11) Save for a relatively small proportion of cases that prefigure contemporary trends (e.g., wars
of religion like the Crusades) , most premodern genocides were essentially instrumental in
nature. Modern genocides, in contrast, are often said to be largely if not primarily ideological-
though instrumental motives remain powerful as well.

THE ORIGIN OF MASS MURDER

12) Many scholars, like Kurt Jonassohn, believe that genocides have occurred ‘throughout history
in all parts of the world’” (Jonassohn 1988, in Chalk and Jonassohn 1990, p. 415). Leo Kuper, in a
classic study, called genocide ‘‘an odious scourge which has inflicted great losses on humanity in
all periods of history’’ (1981, p. 11). Sociobiologists, meanwhile, have been even bolder, claiming
that genocide is not only universal for humanity but for our closest evolutionary relatives as well
(including chimpanzees and our evolutionary ancestors; cf. Diamond 1991, p. 264). E. O. Wilson,
the founder of sociobiology, has speculated that genocide may be a ‘‘primitive cultural capacity,’’
rooted in ‘‘the possession of certain genes,’’ that confers a selective advantage on predatory groups
that wish to spread their genes at the expense of their neighbors (1980, p. 298).

13) In reality, however, there is very little evidence of anything like genocidal violence in the
evolutionary or historical record until comparatively recently. Sociobiologists who defend the
idea that people and chimps share ‘‘a continuous, 5-millionyear habit of lethal aggression’” have
offered, as their best evidence, the testimony of witnesses who report that, in more than 100
years of observation at four sites, seven chimps were assaulted by groups from neighboring
chimp communities; and though none of the victims were killed on the spot, several later died or
disappeared (Wrangham and Peterson 1996, pp. 16-21, 63).

14) This, it seems plain, is slight evidence for the large claim that people and their relatives and
ancestors are genocidal by nature. Little else in the ethological or evolutionary record seems to
lend credibility to this claim. Nor does history before the discovery of agriculture show significant
evidence of mass murder. To date, the earliest known evidence of collective violence is a
gravesite in the Nile Valley containing fifty-nine men, women, and children, most of whom were
killed by weapons with projectile points. This massacre, dating back 12,000-14,000 years, was
“‘almost certainly’’ a consequence of disruptions produced by a crisis in the protoagricultural
system that was evolving in the region (Reader 1998, p. 146). The only other authenticated
evidence of mass violence in remote antiquity is a similar but smaller burial ground in Bavaria
dating back 7,700 years (Frayer 1997).
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15) In general, archaeological evidence makes it clear that wars, massacres, and even murders
were comparatively rare in pre-agricultural days (Ferguson 1997). And the ethnographic
evidence shows that, while hunter-gatherers are seldom entirely nonviolent, they have
significantly fewer wars, internal conflicts, and interpersonal violence than agrarian peoples
(Ember and Ember 1997;Ross 1993). Even the famously ‘‘fierce’” Yamomami of northern Brazil
and Venezuela seem to have been driven to violence as much by the influence of outside forces
as by internal pressures (Ferguson 1992). ‘It seems unlikely,”” as the genocide scholars Chalk
and Jonassohn conclude, ‘that early man engaged in genocide during the hunting and gathering
stage’” (1990, p. 32).

16) For some peoples, this stage lasted until the recent past. For humanity as a whole, hunting
and foraging remained universal until roughly 11,000 years ago. Shortly afterwards, agriculture
arose in the Middle East; and then, in succession, in China 11,000 years ago in Papua, Mexico,
and the Andes 10,000 years ago in West Africa 6,000 years ago and elsewhere. Once agriculture
had appeared, mass violence assumed new dimensions.

EMPIRE AND TERROR

17) The first weapons of war, and the earliest signs of mass warfare, appeared at the dawn of the
agrarian era. In the ensuing millenia the first true wars were fought (Ferrill 1997, pp. 18-19). The
intent of these wars was usually instrumental-to win land and labor, to keep enemies at bay, to
build states and empires. This was the context in which mass violence became familiar.
Genocide in particular was almost always linked to empire building in this period. Historically,
empire builders generally seek tribute or servile labor from the peoples they conquer, which
leads them to spare the lives of noncombatants, especially peasants. This was the spirit in which
Sumerian, Hittite, and Babylonian epics of remote antiquity warned of the folly of genocide
(Cohn 1996). But as fortified cities emerged as obstacles in the path of empire, conquest
sometimes took more brutal forms. And peasant resistance often provoked vengeful repression.
Hence, by the third millenium B.C.E., genocidal conquests had become comparatively common
in the early Egyptian empire (Jonassohn 1998). Elsewhere, genocidal massacres seem to have
become common by the first milennium B.C.E.

18) The Assyrians in particular became legendary for their merciless assaults on fortified cities,
including Babylon, which Sennacherib decimated in 689 B.C.E. The goal of such assaults was
usually to destroy an imperial or commercial rival. The preferred method was to lay siege to a
city and starve its citizens into submission by burning crops and destroying livestock. Once a
campaign of this kind triumphed, the conquerors would often raze the defeated city, salt the
earth, and slaughter the citizens. The legalistic Romans dubbed this practice ‘‘devastation.”
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1-The word “willful” in the 1* paragraph is furthest in meaning from:
1) Intentional 2) Deliberate 3) Pointed 4) Purposeful
2- The widespread concern with “genocide” dates to:
1) French revolution 2) World War Il
3) World War | 4) Roman Empire

3- Which of the followings, was NOT among the certain types of enemies were slated for
annihilation according to Nazi agenda?

1) Jews 2) Gypsies 3) Russians 4) Resistance fighters
4- For Lemkin, The founder of the concept “Genocide”, genocidal aspect of Nazi policy:

1) was totally a new phenomenon 2) was campletely historical in nature

3) neither was new nor it was historical 4) was partially new and partially historical
5- Wars of religion like Crusades were in the premodern era, were instances of:

1) Instrumental genocide 2) ldeological genocide

3) Master-race mythology 4) Aggressive technology

6- From the above passage, one can easily infer that the author is against:
1) Sociobiological approach towards genocide
2) Marxist approach towards genocide
3) Lemkin’s point of views towards mass murder
4) Anthropological approach towards genocide

7- According to the author, the first signs of mass murder historically dates to:
1) hunting and gathering era 2) agriculture era
3) the beginning of modern era 4) horticulture era

8- The word “millenium” in the 17" paragraph of the above text equals:
1) 100 years 2) 1000 years 3) 1000000 years 4) 25 years
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CROSS-CULTURALANALYSIS

1) Cross-cultural research has a long history in sociology (Armer and Grimshaw 1973; Kohn 1989;
Miller-Loessi 1995). It most generally involves social research across societies or ethnic and
subcultural groups within a society. The focus here is primarily on cross-cultural analysis of social
psychological processes. These include communicative and interactive processes within social
institutions and more generally the relation between the individual and society and its institutions.
2) Although all sociological research is seen as comparative in nature, comparisons across
subcultural or cultural groups have distinct advantages for generating and testing sociological
theory. Specifically, cross-cultural research can help ‘‘distinguish between those regularities in
social behavior that are system specific and those that are universal’’ (Grimshaw 1973, p. 5). In
this way, sociologists can distinguish between generalizations that are true of all cultural groups
and those that apply for one group at one point in time. The lack of cross-cultural research has
often led to the inappropriate universal application of sociological concepts that imply an
intermediate (one cultural group at one point in time) level (Bendix 1963).

3) In addition to documenting universal and system- specific patterns in social behavior,
cross-cultural analysis can provide researchers with experimental treatments (independent variables)
unavailable in their own culture. Thus, specific propositions can be investigated experimentally that
would be impossible to establish in a laboratory in the researcher’s own country (Strodtbeck 1964).
Finally, cross-cultural analysis is beneficial for theory building in at least two respects. First, the
documentation of differences in processes across cultures is often the first step in the refinement of
existing theory and the generation of novel theoretical models. Second, cross-cultural analysis can
lead to the discovery of unknown facts (behavioral patterns or interactive processes) that suggest new
research problems that are the basis for theory refinement and construction.

INTERPRETIVE AND INFERENTIAL PROBLEMS

4) Cross-cultural researchers face a number of challenging interpretive and inferential problems
thatare related to the methodological strategies theyemploy (Bollen, Entwisle, and Alderson 1993).
Forexample, Charles Ragin (1989) argues that mostcross-cultural research at the macro level invol
veseither intensive studies of one or a small group ofrepresentative or theoretically decisive cases
orthe extensive analysis of a large number of cases.Not surprisingly, extensive studies tend to
emphasizestatistical regularities while intensive studiessearch for generalizations that are
interpreted within a cultural or historical context. This same paternal so appears in most micro-
level cross-cultural research, and it is clearly related to both theoreticalorientation and
methodological preferences.Some scholars take the position that cultural regularities must always
be interpreted in cultural and historical context, while others argue that whatappear to be cross-
cultural differences may really be explained by lawful regularities at a more general level of
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analysis. Those in the first group most often employ primarily qualitative research strategies
(intensive ethnographic and historical analysis of a few cases) , while those in the second usually
rely on quantitative techniques (multivariate or other forms of statistical analysis of large data sets).

METHODOLOGICAL TECHNIQUES AND AVAILABLE DATA SOURCES

5) The wide variety of techniques employed in crosscultural analysis reflect the training and
disciplinary interests of their practitioners.We discuss the methods of anthropologists, psychologists,
and sociologists in turn. Anthropologists generally rely on different types of ethnographic tools for
data collection, analysis, and reporting. Ethnographic research has the dual task of cultural
description and cultural interpretation. The first involves uncovering the ‘‘native’s point of view’’
or the criteria the people under study use ‘‘to discriminate among things and how they respond to
them and assign them meaning, including everything in their physical, behavioral, and social
environments’’ (Goodenough 1980, pp. 31-32) ; while the second involves ‘stating, as explicitly
as we can manage, what the knowledge thus attained demonstrates about the society in which it is
found and, beyond that, about social life as such’’ (Geertz 1973, p. 27).

6) Three types of ethnographic approaches and methodological tools are generally employed in
cross-cultural research. The first involves longterm participant observation and the thick
description of the culture under study in line with Clifford Geertz’s (1973) interpretive
perspective of culture. From this perspective, culture is seen as ‘‘layered multiple networks of
meaning carried by words, acts, conceptions and other symbolic forms’’ (Marcus and Fisher
1986, p. 29). Thus the metaphor of culture in the interpretive approach is that of a text to be
discovered, described, and interpreted. The second involves methods of ethnoscience including
elicitation tasks and interviews with key informants that yield data amenable to logical and
statistical analysis to generate the ‘‘organizing principles underlying behavior’” (Tyler 1969; also
see Werner and Schoepfle 1987). Ethnoscience views these organizing principles as the
““‘grammar of the culture’’ that is part of the mental competence of members. The final type of
ethnographic research is more positivistic and comparative in orientation. In this approach
crosscultural analysis is specifically defined as the use of ‘‘data collected by anthropologists
concerning the customs and characteristics of various peoples throughout the world to test
hypotheses concerning human behavior’” (Whiting 1968, p. 693).

7) All three types of ethnographic research generate data preserved in research monographs or data
archives such as the Human Relations Area Files, the Ethnographic Atlas, and the ever-expanding
World Cultures data set that has been constructed around George Murdock and Douglas White’s
(1968) Standard Cross Cultural Sample. A number of scholars (Barry 1980; Lagacé 1977,
Murdock 1967; Whiting 1968; Levinson and Malone 1980) have provided detailed discussions of
the contents, coding schemes, and methodological strengths and weaknesses of these archives as
well as data analysis strategies and overviews of the variety of studies utilizing such data.

8) Most cross-cultural research in psychology involves the use of quasi-experimental methods.
These include classical experimentation, clinical tests and projective techniques, systematic
observation, and unobtrusive methods (see Berry, Poortinga, and Pandey, 1996; Triandis and
Berry 1980). However, a number of psychologists have recently turned to observational and
ethnographic methods in what has been termed ‘‘cultural psychology’’ (Shweder 1990). Much of
the recent research in this area focuses on culture and human development and spans disciplinary
boundaries and involves a wide variety of interpretive research methods (Greenfield and Suzuki
1998; Shweder et al. 1998).

9) Sociologists have made good use of intensive interviewing (Bertaux 1990) and ethnography
(Corsaro 1988, 1994; Corsaro and Heise 1992) in cross-cultural analysis. However, they more
frequently rely on the survey method in cross-cultural research and have contributed to the
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development of a number of archives of survey data (Kohn 1987; Lane 1990). The growth of
such international surveys in recent years has been impressive. The World Fertility Survey
(WFS) is an early example. In one of the first efforts of its kind, women in forty-two developing
countries were interviewed between 1974 and 1982 about their fertility behavior, marital and
work history, and other aspects of their background. The WFS spawned hundreds of comparative
studies that have contributed greatly to the understanding of human fertility (see, for example,
Bohgaarts and Watkins 1996; Kirk and Pillet 1998). The Demographic and Health Survey (DHS)
largely took up where the WFS left off. In this ongoing project, begun in 1984, nationally
representative samples of women aged 15-49 in forty-seven countries have been surveyed
regarding lifetime reproduction, fertility preferences, family planning practices, and the health of
their children. For some countries, detailed data are available for husbands also and, for a few
countries, in-depth interview data are also available.

10) Less specialized is the international counterpart to the U.S. General Social Survey (GSS) ; the
International Social Survey Program (ISSP). The ISSP got its start in 1984 as researchers in the
United States, Germany, Britain, and Australia agreed to field common topical modules in the
course of conducting their regular national surveys. Beginning 1985 with a survey of attitudes
toward government in the four founding countries, the ISSP has expanded to include surveys on
topics as diverse as social networks and social support and attitudes regarding family, religion,
work, the environment, gender relations, and national identity. Some specific modules have been
replicated and, overall, a large proportion of the items from earlier surveys are carried over to new
modules, giving the ISSP both a cross-cultural and longitudinal dimension. At present, thirty-one
nations are participating in the ISSP. A number of non-member nations have also replicated
specific modules. An interesting offshoot of the ISSP is the International Survey of Economic
Attitudes (ISEA). Building on an ISSP module concerning beliefs regarding social inequality, the
ISEA collects a wide array of information on attitudes regarding income inequality, social class,
and economic policy. The first round was carried out between 1991- 1993 in three countries.
A second round was carried out in five countries over the 1994-1997 period, and a third round is
currently under way. Some of the important reports based on data from these surveys include Jones
and Broyfield (1997) , Kelley and Evans (1995) , and Western (1994).

11) Also of general interest are the surveys undertaken under the auspices of the World Values
Survey Group and Eurobarometer. The World Values Survey (WVS) (originally termed the
““European Values Survey’’) began in 1981 as social scientists in nine Western European
countries administered a common survey of social, political, moral, and religious values in their
respective countries. Between 1981 and 1984, this survey was replicated in fourteen additional
countries, including a number of non-European countries. In 1990-1993, a second wave of the
World Values Survey was conducted in a broader group of fortythree nations and a third wave
was undertaken in 1995-1996. In terms of content, the WVS is broadly organized around values
and norms regarding work, family, the meaning and purpose of life, and topical social issues.
Specifically, respondents are queried on everything from their views on good and evil to their
general state of health, from their associational memberships to their opinions of the value of
scientific discoveries (see Inglehart 1997; Maclintosh 1998). The Eurobarometer surveys began
in 1974 as an extension of an earlier series of European Community surveys. Designed primarily
to gauge public attitudes toward the Common Market and other EU institutions, the
Eurobarometer surveys, carried out every Fall and Spring, have expanded to include a variety of
special topics of interest to sociologists, ranging from attitudes regarding AIDS to beliefs about
the role of women (see Pettigrew 1998; Quillian 1995).

12) Finally, there are two more specialized projects that are deserving of note for their scale and
scope. Of interest to students of crime and deviance is the International Crime (Victim) Survey





